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General Data Protection Regulation: Reform in 2012

On January 25" 2012, the European Commission proposed a comprehensive reform of the EU’s 1995 Data Protection Directives
to strengthen online privacy rights and boost Europe’s digital economy. This amendment is different from the existing one in
several aspects: 1) it takes the form of ‘regulations’ rather than ‘directives’; 2) it adopts the ‘right to be forgotten’ which is a
right to demand deletion of data no longer needed for the purpose for which it was collected; 3) it strengthens data protection
authorities of each member country, and makes the European Data Protection Board a sole coordinator of EU-wide enforcement;
and 4) it imposes tough sanctions in case of violation. In light of the recent revelation on the NSA’s unlawful data collection,
the EU is looking to tighten privacy laws, with this amendment as the first step. Because the EU strictly prohibits the transfer of
personal information to third countries, the amendment will have a direct impact on the Korean firms in the EU. The amendment
is also significant in that it provides a blueprint for the future of Korea’s privacy laws.
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